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Contact A
ddresses

M
inistry O

ffice:
c/o Bayshill Unitarian Church, Royal W

ell Lane, Cheltenham
, G

los. G
L50 3DL

01242 255820

Rites of Passage

Though the Cotsw
old G

roup does not have a M
inister at present, should anyone w

ish a N
am

ing Cerem
ony, W

edding or Funeral
to take place at either O

at Street Chapel or Bayshill Unitarian Church, this can be arranged. Please contact Peter W
right or Jenny

Buckland, so that suitable arrangem
ents can be m

ade.

G
roup M

anagem
ent Com

m
ittee O

fficers

Chairm
an:

M
r. P. W

right
5 Blackberry W

ay, Evesham
, W

orcs. W
R11 6AH

01386 443123
Vice-Chair:

M
r. T. Brew

er
50 Row

anfield Road, Cheltenham
, G

los. G
L50 8AG

01242 691438
M

inutes Secretary:
M

r. J. G
reen

1 Hollow
ay Drive, Pershore, W

orcs. W
R10 1JK

01386 553948
Treasurer:

M
rs. J. Buckland

Banchory, Pearcroft Road, Stonehouse, G
los. G

L10 2JY
01453 825733

Secretary:
M

r. G. Low
thian

109d Tew
kesbury Road, Longford, G

los. G
L2 9BN

01452 730227

Congregational Com
m

ittee O
fficers

Cheltenham
Bayshill Unitarian Church - Services held 1st and 3rd Sundays at 3pm

. 
Founded 1832

Chair:
M

r. T. Brew
er

50 Row
anfield Road, Cheltenham

, G
los. G

L50 8AG
01242 691438

Treasurer:
M

rs. J. Buckland
Banchory, Pearcroft Road, Stonehouse, G

los. G
L10 2JY

01453 825733
A

cting Secretary:
M

rs. J. Buckland
Banchory, Pearcroft Road, Stonehouse, G

los. G
L10 2JY

01453 825733
H

all Lettings:
M

rs. J. Buckland
Banchory, Pearcroft Road, Stonehouse, G

los. G
L10 2JY

01453 825733

Evesham
O

at Street Chapel, O
at Street - Services held every Sunday at 11am

. 
Founded 1696

W
eb-site:

http://w
elcom

e.to/O
atSt.Chapel

Chair:
M

rs. S. Slocom
be 

54 Laburnum
 Drive, Evesham

, W
orcs. W

R11 6XW
01386 48261

Vice-Chair:
M

r. T. Sm
ith

Sw
anbrook House, Pirton, W

orcs. W
R8 9EL

01905 820650
Secretary:

M
rs. R. Beatson 

44 Hoskyns Avenue, W
orcester, W

R4 0LL
01905 25991

Treasurer:
M

rs. D. W
right

5 Blackberry W
ay, Evesham

, W
orcs. W

R11 6AH
01386 443123

Lettings Secretary: 
M

rs. D. W
right

5 Blackberry W
ay, Evesham

, W
orcs. W

R11 6AH
01386 443123

O
rganist:

M
r. David Barnett

7 Hylton Road, Evesham
, W

orcs. W
R11 6Q

B
01386 47510

G
loucester

Friends M
eeting House, G

reyfriars - Services held 2nd & 4th Sundays at 3pm
. 

Founded 1662

Chair:
M

r. G. Low
thian

109d Tew
kesbury Road, Longford, G

los. G
L2 9BN

01452 730227
Vice-Chair:

M
r. G. W

ebb
Fairview

, Valley Lane, Upton St. Leonards, G
los. G

L4 8DR
01453 372903

Treasurer:
M

r. G
 Low

thian
109d Tew

kesbury Road, Longford, G
los, G

L2 9BN
01452 730227

M
inutes Secretary:

M
rs. H. Parsons

Field Cottage, M
arle Hill, Chalford, Stroud, G

los, G
L6 8IQ

01453 884034
A

cting Secretary:
M

rs. J. Buckland
Banchory, Pearcroft Road, Stonehouse, G

los. G
L10 2JY

01453 825733

The Cotsw
old G

roup N
ew

sletter & Calendar is published m
onthly.

Subscriptions: £5 per year payable to the Treasurer of your nearest Cotsw
old G

roup Congregation. Friends m
ust please pay this

subscription to continue receiving the new
sletter. M

em
bers are encouraged to cover the cost of receiving the new

sletter in their
annual m

em
bership subscription or donations to their church.

M
usic can be a m

irror to the soul,
together w

ith song and dance it can illum
inate

the w
onder of hum

anity, nature, the cosm
os, the

m
elody of w

hich can enhance the spirit of life,
thereby draw

ing hum
anity to the

H
oly S

pirit and fulfilling its destiny
w

ithin the D
ivine P

lan.
A

 P
e

te
r T

h
o

u
g

h
t
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Looking F
orw

ard to Joining You!

W
ell you've done it now

! Y
ou have invited this R

.E
. teacher, recently w

elcom
ed on

to the roll of U
nitarian m

inistry, to be your M
inister in the C

otsw
olds. I w

ould like to take
this opportunity to say how

 happy w
e are at the prospect of becom

ing part of your com
m

unity
- m

y w
ife Julie, our tw

o girls A
bi and G

em
m

a, our dog P
olly, and of course m

yself! I felt
it m

ight be good to let you know
 a little about us, so that you know

 w
hat to expect...

O
ur older girl, G

em
m

a, w
ill not in fact be m

uch in evidence; she is em
barking on

a residential college course in D
orchester or in S

eptem
ber, aim

ing to becom
e a qualified

R
iding Instructor over the follow

ing tw
o years. H

orses are very m
uch her passion!

A
bi w

ill soon be 8, and she is show
ing signs of an im

aginative, creative nature -
stories and poem

s, m
usic and dance, are all grist to her m

ill.

Julie is currently taking her F
inals - com

pleting her four-year degree course in
"Land-B

ased E
nterprise" at B

ournem
outh U

niversity. S
he's looking forw

ard, alm
ost w

ith
disbelief, to getting back to a "norm

al" life in w
hich there is tim

e to keep on top of house
and garden, there is tim

e to spend w
ith fam

ily friends ... plenty of new
 ones, too, w

e hope!

I am
 now

 com
pleting m

y fifth year as R
.E

. C
o-ordinator at S

w
anage M

iddle S
chool

- five years of juggling the pleasures and rew
ards of the classroom

 w
ith the pressures and

frustration of all the hard w
ork w

hich only begins w
hen the children have gone hom

e. I am
looking forw

ard to getting a fam
ily life back!

B
oth Julie and I are from

 the N
orth - her S

heffield roots and m
y M

ancunian origins
m

aking for a "R
oses" household ... w

ithout the "W
ars"! P

erhaps because of our P
ennine

childhoods w
e both love w

alking, and have often opted for a day's w
alk as a birthday or

anniversary treat. W
e are eager to sam

ple the joys of the C
otsw

old W
ay.

A
nother thing w

e shall be keen to investigate in your area is the folk "scene"; w
e

both M
orris dancers, and take great pleasure in m

usic and song sessions - w
e find w

e can
put up w

ith the fact that these tend to take place in interesting pubs serving good ale! (C
an

anyone give us any pointers tow
ards local M

orris team
s? I dance the "C

otsw
old" tradition

w
hile Julie's experience is in the N

orth-W
est tradition, but she w

ould like to have a go at
B

order M
orris) .

W
e are delighted at this new

 stage of our shared spiritual O
dyssey - m

ore of w
hich

I /w
e w

ill be happy to tell as w
e get to know

 you all. F
inding U

nitarianism
 w

as like suddenly
seeing the beckoning fingerpost that leads to that breathtaking view

point. W
hat is m

ore, the
path leads on along the ridge, prom

ising to offer m
ore and diverse vistas... for those w

ho are
looking. W

e are looking forw
ard to w

alking w
ith you - finding abuse w

ith you - for a w
hile!

M
ichael and Julie D

adson

Peace

G
etting hom

e after a hectic day.
W

aking up early and having an extra hour's sleep.
Sitting on a riverbank in a quiet m

eadow
, w

atching the sunlight dancing on the
ripples of w

ater.
Stepping out into the sunshine from

 a noisy factory.
Listening to the bird songs in the early m

orning.
Realising that w

hatever happens in life, G
od is w

aiting for you to com
e hom

e.
Peace is an inner happiness that protects you from

 the w
orld.

Peace is a quiet m
elody drifting through your m

ind, floating you on a cloud of
lullabies.

W
hen I feel the jangling dissonance of the w

orld crushing and polluting m
e, I

rem
em

ber that clear, w
arm

 place w
here I belong, w

here I can expand and becom
e

realigned I travel tow
ards it like a lost child running to a parent and gently I arrive.

I am
 com

pletely m
yself, free and happy, safe, a m

illion m
iles aw

ay from
 all that

hurts and contorts. This is real, light and fresh, urgent, eternal, ancient, taking tim
e

to bask in this love - desireless - com
plete.

Peace is a cello recital, deep resurgent notes in an angelic phrase. Soaring, flying,
creating, balance. W

ho w
as seen it? W

here did it go? It fell from
 grace into turm

oil
and chaos, like shards of shattered glass. And to put it back together again? Faith,
constancy, obedience to the law

s of truth, one soul in union w
ith the O

ne w
ho

is called the O
cean of Peace.

Peace is a place w
ithin m

y m
ind. It fills m

e w
ith a w

arm
th, silence, stillness, so

soft and safe. It is the place w
here no one else can enter, intrude. They can only

share, catch, becom
e part of, but never intrude. It is so pow

erful, filled w
ith the

pow
er of love, happiness, a spreading outw

ards. It envelopes everyone around,
like a soft cloud opening up and carrying you gently along. N

o bum
ps, no sharp

stops, fast, sm
ooth and easy.

From
 "The W

isdom
 and W

ords of Dadi Janki"
Published by the Brahm

a Kum
aris W

orld U
niversity

Subm
itted by Carol W

ilkerson
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Calendar

Services for June

June 4th
O

at Street
11.00am

Peter Cartw
right

Cheltenham
3.00pm

Ruth &
 Benjam

in Row
ntree

June 11th
O

at Street
11.00am

Ruth Fow
les

G
loucester

3.00pm
Ron Jam

es

June 18th
Hinckley Visit
N

o service at O
at Street or Cheltenham

June 25th
O

at Street
11.00am

Rev. Hilton Birtles
G

loucester
3.00pm

M
em

bers of the Congregation

Services for July

July 2nd
O

at Street
11.00am

Peter Cartw
right

Cheltenham
3.00pm

M
alcolm

 Sadler

July 9th
O

at Street
11.00am

Elsie Bright / John G
reen

G
loucester

3.00pm
To be arranged

July 16th
O

at Street
11.00am

Tom
 M

arriot
Cheltenham

3.00pm
M

argaret Phelan

July 23rd
O

at Street
11.00am

Vicki N
ew

m
an / Sylvia Slocom

be
G

loucester
3.00pm

To be arranged

July 30th
O

at Street
11.00am

Kaleidoscope
N

o service in Cheltenham
 or G

loucester

M
illennium

 G
arden Party

Tim
 and Elizabeth Sm

ith invite all
m

em
bers, friends and fam

ily of the
Cotsw

old G
roup to a M

illennium
 G

arden
Party at Sw

anbrook House, Pirton,
W

orcester, on Sat June 10th at 3pm
.

A
nd S

till T
he C

onstellations
P

oem
 by P

eter H
enniker-H

eaton

H
appy are they w

ho are not afraid of living,
W

ho do not w
eary as the scenes slip by;

T
hey m

ake their peace w
ith life every m

orning
A

nd at the closing of the day.

T
hey are alive and alert and contem

porary m
inded,

A
lw

ays abreast of the tim
es or a pace ahead,

B
ut w

ise in their going. T
hey do not w

ish to be m
artyred,

R
ather to understand and be understood.

T
hey do not seek success, as the w

orld accounts it,
N

or find a rom
antic solace in defeat.

T
hey do their duty, accept it's recognition;

B
eing truly them

selves, they are truly great.

T
hey keep the w

ays of their thinking and feeling clear,
N

ot clogged too m
uch w

ith dream
s of the future or past.

F
urnished, but not over furnished, they live in the present,

R
eceiving from

 past and future only the invited guests.

T
hey have not fix the end of all m

usic and painting
W

ith som
e departed artist at som

e dead date.
T

hey know
 that duty has neither beginning nor ending,

C
lim

bing from
 plateau to plateau w

ithout surfeit

T
hey have the enduring courage, born of quietness,

N
ot only of plum

ed valour and proud panache.
T

hey pass through the fire w
ithout the sm

ell of burning
A

nd em
erge from

 stony places w
earing a w

reath.

H
appy are they w

ho live and delight in living,
W

ho do not w
eary as the scenes slip by;

T
hey m

ake their peace w
ith life every m

orning
A

nd at the closing of the day.

S
uggested by Jenny B

uckland

H
inckley Visit

M
em

bers of the Cotsw
old G

roup are
invited to attend the service at G

reat
M

eeting, Baines Lane, Hinckley, Leics.
at 11.00am

 on June 18th.
Lunch w

ill be provided.
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F
rom

 S
outh of the C

otsw
olds

S
om

e of you w
ill know

 that I am
 a U

nitarian living in C
halford near

S
troud so not surprisingly, I am

 a m
em

ber of both T
row

bridge and
G

loucester. It occurred to m
e that you m

ight be interested in - perhaps
even m

eet - those w
ho live south of the scarpe. T

he T
row

bridge
congregation is at the E

astern end of the W
estern U

nion. T
he T

row
bridge

C
hurch is linked to the B

ath F
ellow

ship, the S
w

indon F
ellow

ship,
(w

hich now
 m

eets interm
ittently) and the C

irencester F
ellow

ship w
hich

is very new
. T

hese form
 the W

essex group (W
A

U
M

) and as in the
C

otsw
old G

roup several people have double m
em

berships.

T
row

bridge is a large congregation of 40-50. A
lthough it is an hour's

drive from
 here I attend once a m

onth w
ith m

y friend H
elen R

oyal w
ho

also lives in S
troud. S

he's in charge of the junior C
hurch and around

eight children. S
he and I also lead the R

eligious D
evelopm

ent W
orking

P
arty in the W

estern U
nion. I also have other long-standing friends at

T
row

bridge, w
e are all m

em
bers of the U

nitarian W
om

en's G
roup.

T
he T

row
bridge C

hurch is a converted bungalow
 on the outskirts of the

tow
n. T

he old "G
othic" C

hurch has long since gone. T
he through room

is the w
orship space. Lacking m

uch character it is furnished w
ith

beautiful flow
ers. T

here are rum
ours that an artistic m

em
ber w

ill adorn
the long w

all w
ith a painting - I hope so! T

he congregation has just
acquired a new

 and dynam
ic young m

inister, M
ark S

hields, so there are
m

any plans afoot. W
e had been w

ithout a m
inister for nine m

onths since
E

lizabeth B
irtles left for C

roydon. T
he building has a garden and a car

park. S
heds are to be m

oved and a lovely piece garden m
ade. M

argaret
P

yle, the gardener in charge, hopes to ask every congregation in the
U

K
 for a single pebble w

hich w
ill be incorporated. I'll tell you m

ore of
this and other activities next tim

e.
H

elen P
arsons

N
ow

 I feel no fear
O

nly contentm
ent

And blissfulness
And understanding

It seem
ed so strange

That only just today
I did som

eone harm
O

r felt dislike
O

r w
as so sad

And I w
onder w

hy
I act that w

ay
W

hen I feel like now
So I prom

ise m
yself

To stay as now
But soon I sleep
And sooner I rise

To forgotten dream
s

And prom
ises

But this alone
W

ill not stop m
e

Tonight again
M

yself I prom
ise

For I cannot exist
W

ithout contentm
ent and bliss

And m
y spirit w

ill not die
So if I cannot change

W
ithout changing the w

orld
The w

orld and I w
ill

Have to change
G

ood night
G

row
 love on this

Sum
m

er's night
And build

Dream
s on this -

W
hat if love and peace

W
as all w

e had!

The D
ream

, and the Prom
ise

W
ritten by 12 year-old girl on a N

orth Carolina
sum

m
er's evening in 1963

M
em

orial S
ervice for the Late R

ev. A
lfred B

enton

A
 m

em
orial service for the late R

ev. A
lfred B

enton w
ill be held

at U
nitarian N

ew
 M

eeting C
hurch, B

irm
ingham

 on S
aturday 3rd

June 200 at 11.00am
. E

veryone is invited to attend. A
 light buffet

lunch w
ill be served after the service. A

n indication of num
bers

attending w
ould be appreciated.


